
Jumping Brook is a gently sloping 
stream that meanders in a broad 
floodplain. Jumping Brook Trail, the 
main route through SummerWood, 
follows the brook’s course and 
guides you to the Red Maple 
Swamp, the Black Gum Swamp, 
wetland seeps, and oak forests 
that make up the stream corridor. 
It crosses Hankins Brook at the 
’Bridge’ and eventually reaches 
the Oxbow Wetland Overlook. 

Swamps are low lying wet areas 
covered by a canopy of trees and 
shrubs. They are often named 
after their most numerous plant 
species. Red Maples (Acer rubrum) 
are dominant trees in Red Maple 
Swamps and Black Gums (Nyssa 
sylvatica) in Black Gum or 
Tupelo Swamps. Large colonies 
of bright green skunk cabbage 
(Symplocarpus foetidus) are one 
of the first signs of spring in the 
Red Maple Swamp. In the fall, 
maple foliage provides spectacular 
splashes of color.
 
Following the Knoll and Hollow 
Path as it winds through a small 
valley and around a low hill is an 
opportunity to observe and enjoy 
the upland oak forest at close 
range and in quiet seclusion. 
Hillside seeps colonized by ferns 
and other moisture loving plants 
are delightful and serene miniature 
landscapes.

A panorama of the diversity of 
plants and animals that coexist 
in SummerWood’s streamside 
habitats is on display from Hankins 
Brook Bridge. As you visit in various 
seasons of the year note variations 
in the brook’s water flow.

WELCOME TO SUMMERWOOD
SummerWood natural area contains remnants of Atlantic Coastal Plain landscapes that were once typical of this New Jersey region. The upland ridges,  
woodlands and wetlands defining the Jumping and Hankins Brook stream corridors offer a glimpse of the rich ecological diversity that was once commonplace. 
It is a unique and valuable resource that provides critical open space, wildlife habitat and enriching educational opportunities.

NATURAL SETTING
SummerWood is located in the outer lowlands of 
the Atlantic Coastal Plain. The Plain began forming 
220 million years ago as sediments from eroding 
Appalachian Highlands to the west were carried to the 
coast. Water and wind shaped its distinctive surface 
geology which, at SummerWood, is referred to as the 
Kirkwood Sand Formation. SummerWood’s variety 
of wetlands and woodlands are characteristic of the 
formation. 

PLANT COMMUNITIES
Among the numerous and diverse plant communities 
that reflect SummerWood’s underlying geology and the 
local climate are wetlands such as Burreed marshes, 
Woolgrass meadows, Red Maple and Black Gum 
swamps, woodland seeps and streambank associations. 
Communities of oak and Mountain Laurel dominate 
higher, drier ridges and hillsides. 

ENJOYING SUMMERWOOD
As you explore SummerWood please do your part to 
preserve and protect this special place:

plants and disturbs the soil.

parts. Picking flowers removes the seeds that 
plants need to multiply and removing other parts 
damages them.

and reduces maintenance costs.

SummerWood peacefully.

TRAILS AND OVERLOOKS
SummerWood’s trails immerse you in the variety of landscapes that make SummerWood 
so special. Each differs in character and focus. Taken together they celebrate the natural 
diversity that is SummerWood.

Hankins Brook flows more rapidly 
than Jumping Brook. Water alternately 
cascades over rocks (steps) or collects 
in calmer pools as it descends the 
steep terrain toward Jumping Brook. 
Hankins Brook Trail winds alongside 
the brook and connects Summerfield 
School directly with SummerWood. 

Hidden away from all but the most 
determined explorers the Wet Meadow 
is one of SummerWood’s natural 
treasures. Hummocks of grasses and 
sedges in a myriad of greens dot the 
waterlogged soil. Birds and other 
wildlife revel in the sunlit, luminous 
landscape. In the spring you may be 
lucky to find native Nodding Ladies’ 
Tresses Orchids (Spiranthes cernua) in 
bloom.

Oxbow Wetland Overlook offers a 
panoramic view of Oxbow Wetland, an 
emergent marsh formed when Jumping 
Brook’s main channel changed course 
and the abandoned channel filled with 
organic matter. Herbaceous species 
such as Burreed (Sparganium erectum) 
have colonized deeper water while 
Woolgrass (Scirpus cyperinus) and 
sedges (Carex sp.) grow in shallower 
spots. The wetland provides food and 
shelter for permanent and migrating 
wildlife species.

Oxbow Circle Trail loops around 
Oxbow Wetland. As it crosses different 
wetland zones, it makes more detailed 
and intimate wetland exploration 
possible. The scent of Summersweet 
(Clethra alnifolia) perfumes the air in 
midsummer.

The Upland Trail which connects 
Hill View Community Park and 
SummerWood incorporates dramatic 
changes in topography and vegetation. 
The Oxbow Wetland marks its lower 
end, while upland species such as oak 
(Quercus sp.) and Mountain Laurel 
(Kalmia latifolia) dominate ridges at 
the highest elevation.

1  JUMPING 
BROOK 
TRAIL

6  WET MEADOW  
OVERLOOK

7   OXBOW  
WETLAND 
OVERLOOK

8  OXBOW 
CIRCLE TRAIL

9  UPLAND  
TRAIL

2  RED MAPLE 
SWAMP 
OVERLOOK

3  KNOLL AND  
HOLLOW PATH

4  HANKINS 
BROOK BRIDGE 
(PROPOSED)

5  HANKINS 
BROOK TRAIL

Red Maple
Acer rubrum

Winterberry
Ilex verticillata

Highbush Blueberry
Vaccinium corymbosum

Sweetbay Magnolia
Magnolia virginiana

SUMMERWOOD 
PHYSIOGRAPHY/
GEOGRAPHY MAP

SummerWood lies in the 
outer lowlands of the 
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Sponsors:
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60 Neptune Boulevard, Neptune, NJ 07753
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Township of Neptune Sewerage Authority

SERVING: 

634 Old Corlies Avenue, Neptune, NJ 07753 

MANAGEMENT
Before development of SummerWood’s surroundings, nature 
would have been its only manager. The introduction of non 
native (exotic) species and alterations in water flow are among 
the consequences of development which now make such a 
’hands off’ policy impossible. Exotic species often crowd out 
native species on which wildlife depends and which give the 
landscape its special character. Changes in water flow ultimately 
lead to erosion, lowering of the water table and deterioration 
of water quality. Disturbance, which always accompanies 
development, accelerates these destructive effects.

Managing SummerWood is an ongoing process of reducing and 
repairing damage caused by development. Most significantly, 
it involves identification and removal of exotic and invasive 
vegetation so that native species will thrive and identifying 
the causes and taking remedial action to reduce erosion and 
improve water quality.


